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The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Lea & Cleverton Parish Council held on Tuesday September 17th 2013   in Lea Village Hall.    Meeting commenced at 19:30 hours.
           130/13:  Present: Cllrs. J M Cull;   (In the Chair),   A W Barnes; N S Chandler; M J Crockett; 
                              B E Gore;  C. C. Isaac   and J B Wood.
                              Cllr T R Sturgis (19.55 – 20.30 hours).   Mr R Schofield – Community Heartbeat Trust.

                             15 members of the public were in attendance.
                 131/13:    Apologies:    Cllr N T Maidment. (Business).  Mrs E Blacker – Good Neighbour     

              132/13:    Declaration of Interests:  None.

            133/13:   Mr R Schofield – Community Heartbeat Trust made a presentation outlining the benefits of the provision of defibrillators in the Community.  He gave a practical demonstration of the equipment and also outlined the procedures in order to access the equipment.  The ambulance services operate to a strict protocol will authorise use if necessary after a 999 call and will tell the caller the site of nearest item.  Various parishes in the locality have one or more defibrillators in use. Installation can be in old phone boxes or on external walls of buildings.  No maintenance was required other than a weekly visual check. Costs are between £1,500 and £2,000 each.  Outside installations require a steel casing to house the item.  Pads need replacing after use, costs £25.00 per pair. or if on standby after 4 years. Replacement batteries are £170.00 per battery and have a7 year warranty.  The Area Board policy is to award £500.00 towards costs of supply.   Various questions were asked and dealt with.   The Chairman thanked Mr Schofield for his presentation and attendance. Mr Schofield withdrew from the meeting at 20.00 hours.
            134/13:  Public Questions:  Passenger Bus Service: Members of the public expressed considerable concern about the proposed changes by Wiltshire Council to the existing bus routes and time table for the passenger bus services within the parish.  Many had concerns about the elderly and their ability to visit the town, join up with other services particularly Swindon, getting to railway stations, the medical centre. It was noted that town car parking was difficult and expensive.  Various suggestions were put forward in order to maintain a reasonable service for the area and its residents.  The Chairman asked that any constructive suggestions be put in writing to the Clerk.  He advised those present that Wiltshire Council would be seeking tenders for 4 or 5 years contracts wef April 1st 2014.  It was anticipated tender prices would increase.  Therefore they wished to make savings of around £100,000.  Cllr Sturgis advised that the current county budget was £13m.    In this area the current statistics allege that only 22 journeys per day take place on this route from Lea ;   The Clerk had endeavoured to contact St Paul Without Parish Council but without success.
            135/13:   Minutes: The Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on July 16th 2013, having been circulated were taken as read, agreed to be a true record and signed. (Folios 855/856/857/858).   The Chairman signed the minutes.
              136/13:   Action Points:

· 167/11:    Parish Shed.  – Costs being sought for drawings. 
· 51/12:      a) FP 11: Matter still proceeding.  Letter written.
· 167/12:    Parish Emergency Plan.  Proceeding – Community Volunteer needed
· 84/13:      Orbit 1.  Roundabout.  No engineers’ attendance.                
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        137/13:  Correspondence:

                 WALC:  July Newsletter

                WC:  EPS Heat wave Warning.

CF:   Community First AGM September 25th 2013.  Devizes Town Hall 

WC:  Northern Area Planning Meeting July 31st 2013.   Agenda and Minutes.

WC:  Northern Area Planning Meeting August 31st 2013.   Agenda and Minutes.

WC:  Northern Area Planning Meeting September 11th 2013.   Agenda.

MAB:  Request from Street Coordinator to check ditches and culverts for blockages. 

WALC:  Copy by email of “New Councillors Guide”

      WC:  Note closure of B4040 (in part) Station Road/Sambourne Road/ Malmesbury Road, Minety and Leigh.   Sept 1st for ten weeks.

MAB: Community Matters w/ending 27th July.

Highways:  Street scene meeting information.

              BT: Contact from Parishioners regarding the siting of distribution box C81/B4042

                   BT/OPENREACH: Re Distribution box High Speed Broadband.  Meeting August 8th.            NALC:  National Salary review wef 01/04/2013.   Agenda item.

              WC: Highways Inspection Manual 2013.  Appendix 2  

              WC:  20 MPH Draft policy for Parishes.  Responses by September 20th Agenda item

              CF: Bulk Oil Deliveries.  Poster and prices range over last 2 years.

              MAB:  Draft Minutes Meeting Jul 3rd 2013.

              C Daws: Various emails.  Playing Field and grass cutting.   Removal of the cricket net?
              WC: Electoral Roll – August 2013 amendments

              WC: Proposal for revised bus timetable and routing.  Wef 01/04/2014   

              Community Heartbeat: Defibrillator information etc. Costs etc.    Agenda item
              MAB: Meeting Agenda September 4th Malmesbury School

              Planning Inspectorate:  Further particulars for Public Meeting on 15/16 October 2013 

              PHEW: Poster of events late August to of end September.  

              WC:  August Parish Newsletter.

              WC:  Wiltshire Intelligence August edition,

              MEP:  Contact letter and poster from Julie Girling MEP

              WALC: September Newsletter.           

              WC:  Electoral Roll - Amendments September 2013.

              MAB: Survey of street furniture and possible removal of perceived surplus items. 

              DfT: Reducing street clutter.  Traffic advisory leaflet 01/13. 

              Parishioners: Overhanging trees in Pembroke Green.

                               Comments received concerning an apparent dip in the road adjacent to Garden House. Causing split in dwelling house walls.  Both items passed to Highways for comment

                               Wessex Water dealt with a fat ball in a road drain adjacent to the Playing Field.

138/13:   Community Police Report: PC Michael Tripp not in attendance.
139/13:  Good Neighbourhood:  Mrs E Blacker was not in attendance.  Will report to the November    Parish Council Meeting.
140/13: Wiltshire Council Report:   Cllr Sturgis reported that Wiltshire Council’s Cabinet had   approved the Business Plan for the next 4 years. The latest round of voluntary redundancy had been well received. Service Directors remuneration had been increased by £20,000 pa. This brought them up to the medium level on the pay scale. These had been reduced in number from 5 with the addition of the abolishing of the Chief Executive’s post.  There were a few Zero Hours employees. Cllr Sturgis further referred to a letter which had been copied to Members, written by the Chairman to Cllr John Thomson and others drawing attention to lack of cohesive action by various departments within Wiltshire Council.    
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141/13: Bus Service Proposals wef 01/04/2014: Full details of the proposed changes had been circulated.  The Chairman proposed that having heard the views of the Parishioners that a suitable reply is drafted outlining alternatives which would suggest a more acceptable way forward for the community given the need to save on costs for the new contracts

142/13: Planning Matters:
a) Minutes: Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on Tuesday August 14th 2013 (Folio 859); having previously been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true and correct record.  The Chairman signed the Minutes.
b) Planning Applications for consideration:
13/03150/TCA – Yew Tree House, The Street, Lea. SN16 9PA.

Reduce Conifer by 50%.  RESOLVED that no objections be raised.
c) Planning Applications Determined:  None.

d)  Planning Correspondence:  Leafield Farm.  The Chairman had written to   Mr Brian Taylor, Area Development Manager.  A reply was awaited to this second letter. e)
e)  Planning Enforcement: Crabmill Farm and land adjacent to Littlecote. These 2 matters have been raised with the Enforcement Team. Replies were awaited.  
143/13:  Finance:

            a) Budget/Cash Statement for 2013/2014 as at 30th August, the statement having been circulated to Members was noted and approved. 

 b) Finance Report as at date of meeting having been circulated. Was discussed and approved.  
 c) Payments: RESOLVED that the following payment made between meetings be approved    Land Registry. (Parish Shed) £40.00 (Land Registry £40.00 cheque no 000638).  
.   The following accounts having been presented for payment were checked, approved and authorised for payment. St Giles PCC £10.00. (St Giles £10.00 cheque no 000639); Lea Village Hall Management Ctte. Room hire £60.00. (Lea Village Hall Management Ctte £60.00 cheque no 000640); T H Webb (Contracting) Ltd – Allotment ditch works £480.00 Inc VAT. (T H Webb (Contracting) Ltd £480.00 cheque no 000641); J Parmiter Salary Aug/Sept. £398.52. (J Parmiter. £398.52 cheque 000642); HMRC PAYE ½ year ended Sept 2013 £149.40. (Post Office Ltd. £149.40 cheques no 000643); J Parmiter Expenses ¼ ended Sept. £148.68. (J Parmiter. £148.68. cheque no 000644); AWS (Joinery) Ltd. £70.00.  Celia’s House Sign. (AWS [Joinery] Ltd. £70.00 cheque no 000645)
d)  Bank Mandate. Section 8 requires completion by Cllrs Wood and Chandler.  Completed.
               e)  External Audit 2012/2013: Audited returned received from Grant Thornton LLP with clear certificate.  Required audit items displayed on Notice Boards.
      f)   Dispensation forms required for precept setting were completed by those present.  Agenda item for approval at next meeting.  
144/13:   Rights of Way:  
a) Report: No matters were reported by Cllr Crockett.
b) Footpath 11:  Letter sent  to Landowner, no response to date 
c) Footpaths: 34/35 & 36.  Public Enquiry Meeting 15th October. Lea Village Hall.
145/13:   Malmesbury Area Board:

              The Chairman reported on his recent attendance.  The usual mixture of information and talk aimed at motivation. The Board Chairman made various announcements including the initiative to reduce roads signs in the area which is now with the parishes for comment. There is a plan to form a “Shadow Community Operations Board” – “shadow” because it will operate under the Area Board. This body will attempt to better utilise existing and perhaps new properties to improve the service provision throughout the county. 
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145/13:   Malmesbury Area Board: (Cont’d):

             Ian White – Head of Service Passenger Transport made a presentation outlining the review of the bus services within Wiltshire.  Main aim is to save money.             Neighbourhood planning – Cllr S Killane gave a quick overview of the progress made in Malmesbury to develop the plan. Cllr T R Sturgis rightly warned of the difficult path any parish would have in developing a plan. He intends to produce a “pack” of information as a guide.    

146/13:  Jubilee Playing Field:

a) Inspection Sheets: Verbal reporting of condition of area between Tennis court and northern boundary fence. The Clerk advised that he had discussed with the Contractor who had agreed to carry out works as appropriate at a cost of £40.00.
b) RoSPA:  Annual inspection due September/October 2013.
c) Winter Inspection Rota: November: Cllr J M Cull; December Cllr J B Wood; January Cllr M J Crockett; February Cllr B E Gore.   March vacant.

d) JPFJMC: The six monthly meeting to be arranged for October.

e) Cricket Net Correspondence:  Referred to JPFJMC Meeting.
147/13:  Ground Maintenance:  
.        Contract:  The current and another contractor will be invited to tender as before with the additional; works adjacent to Tennis Court and allotment Plot 1 under trees at ditch end.  SLA has two years to run accordingly it was RESOLVED that we should seek a two year contract ending on October 31st 2015.  
             Standard:  Contractor called back after cut on September 7th.  Recut September 9th. 2013
148/13:  Highway matters:
          a)  Marking of parking spaces and white lining:    Although the “slow” signs and some of the white lines in the village have been painted during the past few days, our request for lines in the parking area at the playing field and the centre road lines on the bends near Crab Mill lane and the church were not carried out – we have asked for the team to return and complete the work. 

b) Verge markers: Verge markers unless erected by Wiltshire Council are illegal.  However if PC wished we could place some on the grass verge along the playing edge  provided that they do not cause obstructions to passing traffic. The Highway Engineer frequently does not exercise the powers to have them removed.  Matter to be further reviewed.
c) 20mph Speed Limit:   The recent Metro count revealed that 11,316 vehicles were registered during the count. The test period revealed that 85% of traffic recorded a mean speed at or under 33.3 mph.  Therefore we are not eligible for the Community Speed Watch (CSW) scheme. (Volunteer operated). The speed limits should be self enforcing.  They are not welcomed by all as the features intended to slow traffic can themselves be seen as detrimental to the character and appearance of an area.  We are aware that ACPO have stated that nationally they do not have the resources available to enforce the limit nationally. The matter is therefore closed at this time.  Area Board advised accordingly.
d) Street Scene Team: Trees in Pembroke Green need trimming.  Vibrations caused by passing traffic of the highway outside of Garden House need attention.   Currently there is   a lack of response to e-mails by Area Co-ordinator on all topics.  
e)  BT/Openreach: It has been agreed that the broadband box will be repositioned by moving it back to the fence line. Work has commenced and will be completed shortly.

f)   Street Furniture: A survey received from the Area Board has been completed and returned indicating no reductions is required in the parish.
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149/13:  Lea Village Hall: 
a) Report: Cllr Isaac reported on the financial position of the Committee.  Bookings continued to be at a good regular level. Various future fund raising projects were in hand.  A new member had been recruited.  Quiz night on October 19th.
150/13:  Allotments:

        a)   General Comments: Tenant of Plot 6 has given notice to quit at 31/12/2103, but will   retain plot 5.  Therefore we will have 2 small plots vacant at that date although Plot 9a is currently under the care of the tenant of Plot 9.  The tenant of Plot 10 has installed large compost box which reduces the width of the land between it and the head of the plot thus making it difficult for others to pass through to the water trough.  Cllr Cull to investigate.
b)  Ditch Works: These had been completed to a high standard. The allotment holders had requested that the spoil should be removed to the eastern end of the site which had incurred an additional cost of £200.00 making a total of £400.00.  This matter had been approved by the Chairman and this further action was approved by the Members.
c). Newsletter: The Clerk had mentioned the matter of plot vacancies in the upcoming   issue of the PCC Newsletter.
.             d) Plot 1:  The condition of the area under the trees had been noted.  Weed control of this area would added to the Ground Maintenance Contract.
151/13:  Best Kept Village Competition;   No result received.
     152/13:  Information items:

a) Cleverton allotments: All correspondence had been copied to Mr D Lewis.
b) Parish Shed registration: This application to Land Registry was now complete. All documents had been forwarded to them and acknowledged.
     153/13:  National Salary review: Details of the outcome of negotiations for the 2013/2014 Salary Review agreed by the National Joint Council for Local Government Services and adopted by NALC and SLCC wef 01/04/2013 had been circulated to all Members. RESOLVED that the appropriate action be taken in accordance to the SCP level appropriate to the Clerk.
      154/13:  Date of next meeting:  RESOLVED that the date of the next Ordinary Meeting of Lea and Cleverton Parish Council be held on Tuesday November 19th 2013 in Lea Village Hall commencing at 19.30 hours.
                  In the absence of any further matters for discussion the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21.35 hours.

                 Signed:                                                                                    Date:
